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6 February 1952 


Mr. John Steinbeck 
206 East ?2ad Street 
Hevr loric 21, dew York 

Dear Mr. Steinbeck* 

I greatly appreciate the offer of assistance made in your 
note of January 25th. 

You can* indeed, be of help to us by keeping your eyes 
and ears open on any political developments in the areas through ‘ 
which you travel* and, In addition* on my other matters which 
seen to you of significance, particularly those which might be 
overlooked in routine reports. 

It would be helpful, too, if you could Come down to 
Washington for a talk with us before you leave, we might then 
discuss any special matters on which you may feel that you can 
assist us. 

Since I am certain that you will have some very interesting 
things to say, I trust, also, that you will be able to reserve 
some tine for us on your return. 

Sincerely, 


Walter 3. Smith 
Director 
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